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The Legend ofHeartwood 



Patrick started this company with a belief that trees can be more important than 
line items on a budget. Starting with the first ancient tree he climbed as a 
teenager by his mom 's house on St John 's Lane (which still proudly bisects the 
two ends of that street to this day), he grew his business one tree at a time, and 
though that sounds cliched, he still remembers every tree he has ever been 
involved with. 

In the beginning, there was a truck, a dog named Chainsaw, and some tree 
climbers. 30 years later, Heartwood has evolved from a group of passionate tree 
climbers, to an award winning, nationally recognized industry leader 

An attraction to the mystery of trees has led to a devotion to the science of 
understanding how to kill them. 



Root Collar Excavations 




All trees big and small should have an exposed root collar The root collar, or root 
flare, is the bell shape at base of trees just as they come out of the soil. Tree root 
collars are routinely buried due to incorrect nursery practices, installation, and/or 
mulching. This area on the tree is not evolved to be buried, and buried root collars 
have been correlated with poor tree health. In addition, buried root collars are 
associated v\/ith circling roots that can cut off proper circulation to the tree, and 
cause the tree to become unstable. Using our Super Sonic Air Knife™ Heartv\/ood 
Arborists can reveal a trees root collar, allov\/ing the tree to have a breath of fresh 
air 





Once all of the woody material has been 
ground, the stump g rinding s are pushed back 
into the hole that the grinder has created. 
This is a service called "grinding and 
backfilling the stump ". All of the material is 
left on site, in a pile usually about 10%-20% 
larger in diameter than the original stump. 



At this point, the area is ready for another tree to be planted. If grass is going to be 
replacing the tree, haul as much of the grindings away and amend the soil to provide 
a fertile bed for the grass seed to take hold. 



Safety ^Pruning J 



Much of our time is spent in the crowns of large trees. We are up therefor a number 
of reasons, but primarily, we are pruning trees to reduce their chance of failure. 

Using ropes and gear specifically made for climbing trees, we move around the 
trees, removing deadwood, broken limbs, limbs with tight angles of attachment, 
and reducing weight on horizontal limbs. WE DO NOT PRUNE WITH SPIKES ON! 



Throw balls are used to set climbing lines 
in the tree. A good toss can reach heights 
of 80-90 feet. Climbers install friction 
savers from the ground, which prevents 
damage to bark cambium. The climber 
has to get as high in the tree as he can, in 
order to have a good angle on the rest of 
the tree. Work positioning is key to 
getting the job done safely. In larger trees, 
our climbers might be up in the crown of 
a single tree for three or four hours. 




For more information please visit 
h ttp://www.heartwoodtree. com 
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